
Street Improvements in 
the Historic Downtowns of: 

Duvall & Snoqualmie
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27 year old Municipal Design Firm

• Landscape Architecture and Urban Design
• Engineering: Civil, Storm, Utilities, Traffic
• Transportation Planning
• Architecture
• Survey
• Construction Management
• Aviation

www.kpg.com

Introductions
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Goals
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Connections and Placemaking

Create connections 
between past & present.

Express history in a 
contemporary way.

Enhance identity, 
friendliness & livability.

Provide safe, functional 
& maintainable projects.
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Nature
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Nature - Snoqualmie Valley

Seattle

Snoqualmie 
Pass

Snoqualmie

Duvall
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Nature - Watershed
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Duvall



Nature - Urban Growth Boundaries 
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Nature – Valley Living 
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Today – Valley Living
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Today – Valley Living
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Nature – Valley Living

• Elk Herd ~500 living in the valley at Meadowbrook Farm
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History
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History - Snoqualmie Valley

• First settlers - Snoqualmie 
Tribe

• 1850’s Searching for coal
• 1850’s Settled 
• 1870’s Logging 
• 1880’s Hops grown 
• 1900’s Dairy farms
• 1903 Snoqualmie 

incorporation
• 1913 Duvall incorporation
• 1968 Piano Drop
• 2009 Duvall Main Street 

improvements
• 2010 Snoqualmie Phase 1 

Town Ctr Improvements
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History - Duvall

Hippies!
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History - Duvall
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History - Snoqualmie

1899 
Power Plant one was built

1890 
Depot was built
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National Register of Historic Places in 1992 as a Traditional Cultural 

Property for its association with the beliefs of the Snoqualmie people



History & Design

History is about:
Facts:

• Dates
• Events

Translation:
• Passed on Stories
• Lessons Learned
• Perspective

Today:
• What we live with

Yesterday
Today

Tomorrow

We Create NEW HISTORY!
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Street Project Issues
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Project issues facing both projects
20

• Traffic Calming
• State Route/WSDOT coordination/design variances 

for sight distance/lane alignment/corner clearance.
• Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities: Crosswalks 
• Utility Undergrounding: Franchise 

utilities/vaults/costs
• Consensus for Placemaking/Theme
• Funding



Design Questions & Principles

• Create a “real” or “faux” historical streetscape?

• Type of street?
• Retail Main Street (support businesses)
• Don’t compete with buildings and storefronts
• Respond to today
• Use the Main Street Approach

• Fundamentally a placemaking revitalization project
• Residents look for meaning
• Authenticity - What makes it “real”?
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Common Theme

Residents in the Valley connect with the River
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It’s about the river!



Historic Duvall
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Today – Duvall
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Today – Duvall
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Main Street – SR 203 c.2005
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Main Street – SR 203 c.2005
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Main Street – Project Issues
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• Parade Route/
Median

• State Route/WSDOT
• Crosswalks 
• Utility 

Undergrounding
• Funding



Main Street – Theme

Citizen Advisory Group wants a River theme!

How to lay it out?
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Main Street – Cross Section
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Main Street – c.2010
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Main Street – c. 2010
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Main Street – c. 2010
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Main Street – c. 2010
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Main Street - Streetscape
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Local Expressions
Gateway/Signs
Wood Banners (totems)
Mural Art on Retaining Wall
Back Benches & Trellis
Metal Plaque
Information Kiosk

Main Street – Layers of Art
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Main Street – Local Expressions
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Main Street - Gateways
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Main Street – Wood Banners (totems)
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Main Street – Wood Banners (totems)
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Main Street – Wood Banners (totems)
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Main Street – Mural
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Main Street – Benches and Trellis
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Main Street – Plaques and Trellis
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Main Street  - Celebration!
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Centennial Project 



Centennial Project 
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Centennial Project – Gateway 
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Centennial Gateway – Valley & Nature
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Centennial – Public Art 
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Centennial Promenade – Passage
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Centennial – History
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Creating Expectation… to Destination!
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Connections and Celebration!
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Historic Snoqualmie
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Today – Snoqualmie
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Today – Snoqualmie
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Snoqualmie
Falls

Dirtfish Rally

Snoqualmie 
Casino

Snoqualmie 
Ridge

Historic Downtown
Snoqualmie



Railroad Avenue – SR 202 c.2005
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SE Newton St

Snoqualmie

River

SE Northern St

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 4
“Begin the heart of downtown 
to make more pedestrian-
friendly, improve the character 
of downtown and replace very 
old infrastructure in support of 
existing and future businesses”
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Railroad Avenue – SR 202 Project Issues

• Utility Undergrouding (transformers)
• State Route/WSDOT – angle parking
• Crosswalks
• Legacy Tree Preservation 
• Ped facilities/Bike Facilities
• Northwest Railway Museum (NRM) 
• EDA grant project must be completed
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Design Themes:
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Snoqualmie River and Falls

Historic Downtown

Railroad

Natural Setting

Other Inspiration: City Hall



Concepts – Phase 1
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Concepts – Phase 2
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Concepts
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Today - Town Center Phase 1
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Today - Town Center Phase 1
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Today - Town Center Phase 1
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Today - Town Center Phase 1
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Town Center Phase 2A
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Railroad Avenue Phase 2 – c.2014
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Northwest Railway Museum



Town Center Phase 2A
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Railroad Avenue – c.2014
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81

Legacy Trees
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Legacy Tree and Boardwalk Construction



Town Center Phase 2A
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84

Kiosk



85

30’ wide mid-block crosswalk



Town Center Phase 2A
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Railroad Avenue – c.2014
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Details
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Artifacts



89Public Art
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Goals: Connections and Placemaking

Create connections 
between past & present.

Express history in a 
contemporary way.

Enhance identity, 
friendliness & livability.

Provide safe, functional 
& maintainable projects.
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Questions?
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History meets Nature


